i54 POLITICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY, 1642-9
put into his [the king's] hands all that we had engaged for, and
all our security should have only been in a little paper'.1 Charles
himself was seized and brought to Hurst Castle in Hampshire
and later to Windsor, and London was occupied once again.
Colonel Pride and his musketeers guarded the house of com-
mons and arrested or kept out about 140 members, leaving a
remnant rarely numbering more than 50 or Go. The original
design had been a forcible expulsion of parliament, but the in-
dependent minority had persuaded the officers to purge rather
than to dissolve it. The remnant passed an ordinance creating
a court of 135 commissioners to try the king, and ignored the
refusal of the house of lords to pass the ordinance.
Of the commissioners only about half could be induced to
act, and Bradshaw was chosen as president of the court, with
John Cook acting as prosecutor. When the king was brought
before the court Bradshaw told him that the commons of Eng-
land assembled in parliament, being sensible of the evils and
calamities brought upon the nation and of the innocent blood
which had been shed, had resolved to make inquisition for this
blood and to bring him to trial and judgement. The charge
itself was that Charles Stuart, having been trusted with a
limited power to govern according to the laws of the land, had
violated that trust and chosen to erect an unlimited and tyran-
nical power.
For his part the king refused to acknowledge the authority
of the court. Throughout he demanded to know by what
authority he was brought to judgement* He argued that the
liberties of his people were bound up with his own, and to
acknowledge a usurped authority would be to betray these liber-
ties. 'The king", he said, 'cannot be tried by any superior juris-
diction on earth. But it is not my cause alone, it is the freedom
and liberty of the people of England'. He maintained this posi-
tion unchanged for three days—whereupon, evidence having
been offered of his participation in the civil war, Bradshaw pro-
nounced sentence in a long, rambling discourse full of legal tags,
scraps of history, and references to Scripture. At the end the
clerk of the court read the sentence, that Charles Stuart, for
levying war against the present parliament and people therein
represented, should be put to death by beheading, as a tyrant,
traitor, murderer, and public enemy of the good people of this
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